
An approach to teaching and learning that 

fosters sequential cognitive development: 

 Focus on academic excellence in the core 
subjects of Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Social Studies and Science as well as Spanish 
for all students at all grade levels 

 Character development through the 
Leadership and Life-skills program as well as 
an extensive program of Service Learning 

 A regular Physical Education program and 
daily physical activity 

 Integration of Communication Technologies 

 Independent and group learning activities 
that foster Critical and Creative thinking 

 A focus on “Climbing towards success” as 
well as Outdoor and Environmental 
education as part of our electives program 

 A variety of complementary and co-
curricular activities 

 A safe campus environment that encourages 
risk-taking, promotes respect and 
responsibility, and grants opportunities for 
personal growth 

 The South Middle School is a “closed 
campus” – our students stay on school 
grounds during breaks and recess 

 

The South Middle School Campus participates in the Terry Fox 

Run and Walk annually, and has raised over $15,000 for cancer 

research in the past six years. 

Every November, our campus organizes a project to fill shoe boxes 

with articles for children in third world countries in support of the 

Christmas Child Campaign. Over the past four years over 700 shoe 

boxes have been sent overseas from our campus. 

The Grade Six classes have organized a “Rakefest” annually for the 

citizens (many of whom are elderly) in the community of Acadia 

around our school. Students distribute flyers and over a period of 

two weeks in the late fall, go out into the surrounding area and 

rake and bag leaves for our neighbors. 

The Grade seven classes have organized a “Snow Angels” 

campaign, distributing pamphlets and going out in groups to 

shovel the walkways of neighbors during the cold winter months, 

combining a physical activity with an opportunity to serve. 

In the past students have organized and collected decorations to 

decorate the newest locale of Calgary’s Mustard Seed and have 

regularly contributed clothing, food and money in support of the 

Mustard Seed and the Veteran’s Food Bank.   

Students have gone downtown to help others in an effort to “Pay 

it Forward” and have had a fund-raising penny drive contest 

which allowed our campus to purchase five ”Wii” interactive 

video machines for presentation to seniors at the Southwood 

Care Center.  Our students have also provided elementary 

students from our two south elementary campuses with activity 

days 

 Our Student Council regularly organizes fundraisers such as 

“Wear Denim for Breast Cancer”, “Spread the Net” (to purchase 

bed nets to counter malaria in Liberia and Rhuwanda) and making 

quilts for the “Victoria’s Quilts” for cancer patients. 
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The South Middle School of Foundations for 

the Future Charter Academy seeks to 

continue the FFCA vision and tradition of 

optimal academic achievement and character 

development while offering opportunities for 

new experiences and increased levels of 

responsibility and independence for students 

in grades five through eight. 

 

“To provide a safe and caring environment, 

where academic excellence, character 

development, parental involvement and 

staff leadership are valued and fostered.” 

 

 SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS 



SOUTH                      MIDDLE SCHOOL                 CAMPUS 

              ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

The FFCA Middle School continues the 

emphasis on optimal academic achievement 

in the core subjects, and students are 

expected to participate fully in all learning 

activities.  Encouragement, learning support, 

and recognition along with assessment 

practices that further learning and individual 

accountability that fosters self-discipline and 

personal responsibility combine to maximize 

the opportunities for students to achieve at 

their personal level of excellence. 

SEQUENTIAL COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

The FFCA educational program promotes 

sequential cognitive development. Learning 

is structured, and knowledge, skills and 

concepts are taught in a sequential manner, 

one learning task building on the 

foundation of previously mastered material.  

At the Middle School, this foundation is 

continued, and at the same time students 

develop their abilities to think and learn 

independently and to work with others. 

 

 

INTEGRATION OF COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGIES 

FFCA provides for the use of computer and 

communication technology applications 

integrated into the program of studies.  

Students have the opportunity to use 

computer applications to both research 

and to present their learning.   A regular 

and a mobile computer lab supplement the 

use of “Smartboard” technology in the 

classrooms. 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING /      

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING 

Students at the Middle School will have 

many opportunities to develop their 

abilities to work and learn in concert with 

others, to explore and enquire in an 

independent manner and to develop their 

capacity to think both critically and 

creatively. Our goal is to gradually develop 

in students the capacity to base their 

judgments and opinions on clearly 

thought-out criteria, to listen to others and 

to analyze their thinking before drawing 

conclusions. 

 

           “CLIMBING TOWARDS SUCCESS”               

  The campus motto of “Onwards and 

Upwards” supports our theme of 

mountaineering and climbing as analogies 

for perseverance and hard work leading to 

the summits of success. Students may 

participate in a vigorous hike in the 

mountains every year, and the outdoor and 

environmental education component of our 

program sees students participating in 

nature hikes, snowshoeing and canoeing. 

SERVICE LEARNING 

The FFCA Character Education program 

focuses on the core virtues of respect, 

responsibility, integrity, compassion and 

self-discipline.  At South Middle School, 

these virtues are put into practice through a 

program of Service Learning.  Opportunities 

to serve others are developed at the level of 

each classroom grouping, as well as within 

large scale projects that involve whole grade 

levels or the entire campus.  The 

development of these projects involves 

students and engages them in critical 

thinking about the criteria for effective 

projects as well as various aspects of 

organization and planning.   


